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successive languages, Avestic, Pehlevi, and Pazend, must have been infinitely larger than what we now possess.
It is important to observe that the existence of this much larger ancient sacred literature in Persia was known even to Greeks and Eomans, such as Her-niippos 13 who wrote his book c On the Magi' while residing at Smyrna. He lived in the middle of the third century B.C. Though this book is lost, it is quoted by Plutarch, Diogenes Laertius, and Pliny. Pliny (H. N. xxx. 2) tells us that Hermippos studied the books of Zoroaster, which were then said to comprise two millions of lines. Even so late an authority as Abu Jafir Attavari (an Arabic historian) assures us that Zoroaster's writings covered twelve hundred cowhides (parchments).
These statements of classical writers are confirmed to a great extent by the traditions current among the followers of Zoroaster in Persia, who agree in accusing Alexander the Great of having destroyed or carried off their sacred MSS. We read in the Dinkard (West, p. 412) that the first collection of the sacred texts of Zoroaster took place at the time of Vistasp, the mythical ruler who accepted the religion of Zoroaster. Afterwards, we are told, Darai commanded that two complete copies of the whole Avesta and Zend should be preserved, one in the treasury of Shapigan, and one in the fortress of written documents. This Darai is likewise more or less mythical, but he is generally considered by the Persian poets as the predecessor of Alexander. We are on more historical ground when we are told in the Dinkar^ (West, p. xxxi) that the 1 Diogenes Laertius, Prooem. 6.